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Episode 7: Accepting or Declining an Invitation  
 

 

Lesson objective 
 

In episode seven we look at ways to accept or decline an invitation. Look at the 

examples below.  

 
 

Expressions for accepting  
 

Look at the list of expressions below. Which do you think are good examples for 

accepting an offer in a business situation? 

 

1. That sounds wonderful/great/fantastic! 

2. I’d be delighted to. 

3. Cool yeah, sounds good! 

4. I’d be happy to. 

5. That sounds like a great idea. 

6. Cheers. 

7. Thank you very much, I really appreciate it. 

 

What did you think? 

Whilst all the answers are grammatically correct, 3 and 6 are a little too informal and 

offhand for a business setting. 

 
 

Expressions for declining 
 

Now look at some expressions for declining. Which ones seem OK to you? Which ones 

seem rude or too casual? 

 

1. I’m afraid that doesn’t work for me. 

2. Unfortunately, it’s not something I’m looking to pursue right at the moment, but 

I’ll definitely keep the details on hand for future reference. 

3. Nah, thanks. 

4. Unfortunately, I won’t be able to make it. 
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5. I’m afraid I’m not available that day/week/time, but I’d 

love to reschedule for another time! 

6. I can’t do it that day. 

7. I’m busy then. 

8. Unfortunately, I’m a bit tied up that day. Could we do it another time? 

 

What did you think? 

Again, all the answers are grammatically fine, but 3,6 and 7 would come across as 

offhand and rude.   

 
 

 


