
A rags to riches tale is when a person rises from being
very poor or unknown, to being wealthy and successful.

"Throughout her childhood, Dolly Parton's parents
struggled to make ends meet, but she has since enjoyed a
rags to riches rise to stardom and a decade-spanning
career." 
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in the bag
If you have something 'in the bag' it means that it's certain
you've got the deal. The deal is basically closed.

"As the votes continued to roll in, it became clear that the
campaign had been a success and the new candidate had the
election in the bag."

from rags to riches

(to go) from strength to strength
To become increasingly successful and make continuous
improvements is to go from strength to strength.

"Since the interview with our manager appeared in the local
paper, our company has received a lot of good press and
things are going from strength to strength."
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https://www.businessinsider.com/millionaires-billionaires-who-came-from-nothing-rags-to-riches-stories-2019-7?r=MX&IR=T#dolly-parton-grew-up-in-a-poor-family-in-rural-appalachia-3


If you are ahead of the pack, you are ahead of the
competitors in your field. This is similar to another idiom,
to be 'on top of your game', which means you are
performing at your best and everything is going well for
you.

"We feel confident about our product. We are ahead of the
pack in terms of the sustainability of the materials used, and
we believe it to be the best on the market." 
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(to be) ahead of the pack
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(to go) through the roof
If something 'goes through the roof' it soars, increases, goes
up very quickly.

"The advertising campaign was a massive success. Our sales
have gone through the roof!"



Practice
activity Write your answers to the following questions.

Practice activityPractice activityPractice activity

find more study materials at intrepidenglish.co.uk

Can you think of an example of a rags to riches tale?

What is a company that you consider to be ahead of the pack in
your field?

Can you remember a time that a brand or celebrity went viral and
their sales or social media followers went through the roof? What
happened to cause this?
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